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LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

1. To discover how important Stirchley Baths has
been to local communities in the past.

2. To consider how important it is to look after
and save our historic buildings.

3. To think about what being an ‘active citizen’
means.
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1911

ADMISSION

brice list
Swimming baths; Private slipper baths;
Mens 1 class 6d Mens 1% class warm 6d

Mens 2" class 24 Mens 2" class warm 24

Sops 1,:; class 3d Womens 1" class warm 6d
Boys 2™ class I1d Worens 29 daseiet

Womens 1" class 6d
Womens 2" class 2d
Girls 1" class 3d
Girls 2" class 1d
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Balcony ris
shuts pool

A Birmingham swimming
pool must be closed because a
damaged balcony is putting
swimmers in danger, a report
claims.

City councillors will tomor-
row be urged to close Bourn-
ville Lane baths in Stirchley
within two weeks because of
corrosion to iron supports
holding up the first-floor bal-
cony and women's changing
rooms.

More than 50 of the pools 88
changing cubicles have al-

ready had to be closed and the .

ceiling in the women's toilets
has collapsed, says the reporti,
“The condition of the build-

ing will continue to deterio-
rate until extensive repalrs
are carried out, and there is
an element of rxsk to patrons,”
it says.

The report to the leisure
services committee says the
baths, which also house a
sauna/solarium and a gymna-
sium, would probably be clo-
sed for at least the rest of this
year.

The re-opening of the baths
would depend on a study to
find out the likely costs of re-
furbishment.

The baths were built in 1911
on land donated by the Cad-
bury family.
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Public meeting e oo

1o save

Choice
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called to Balcony ris
shuts pool

save
baths

Protesting parents and traders are to
| hold a public meeting over Birmingham
City Council’s closure of Bournville
Lane Baths in Stirchley.

The decision follows a special meeting

the Bournville Lane Action Committee,
set up to save the baths.

Delegates were told it would cost £1
million to repair the swimming pool and
renovate the building, which closed in
March. e ——

l -

between councillors and delegates from |

A Birmingham swimming
pool must be closed because a
dumaged balcony is putting
swimmers in danger, a report
claims.

City councillors will tomor-
row be urged to close Bourn-
ville Lane baths in Stirchley
within two weeks because of
corrosion to iron supports
holding up the first-floor bal-
cony and women's changing
rooms.

More than 50 of the pools 88
changing cubicles have al-
ready had to be closed and the
ceiling in the women's toilets
his collapscd, says the report.

“The condition of the build-

ing will continue to deterio-
rate until extensive repairs
are carried oul, and there is
an element of risk to patrons,”

it says n
The report to the leisure s"“n wady a,
services commitlee says the ";q‘"’""' n/:;" ony,
baths, which also housc a sy, vy lnl:‘"”u,.,)
sauna/solarium and a gymna- ’h(”h':';" eing 4 @ ‘h,.,;',"«.',
"

sium, would probably be clo-
sed for at least the rest of thi
year.,

The re-opening of the bat’
would depend on a study
find out the likely costs of
furbishment. y

The baths were built in
on land donated by the
bury family.

~va,
“~~an Bird told

Th ‘our baths’
ey ’re 1 gost mere than £1 milllon to save Stirchley's

“~ming baths — and a campaign to re-open

campaigners at a

“~am City Council could not

llrullly makes

ciston and on that

& decislon has not
oen made,”

(ubber

A stamp

spokesperson
stirchley Actlon Gmlp
st wp when the baths
were shut earlier thia
year, sald: “We thought
Blrmingham ran on
democratie lines but It
soema that the commit-
e will Just
rubber-stamp this deci-
son.”

The Intends to
widen its briel to cover
other local issues.

I *We're not folding up.’
| Stlrchiey Is going to the

dogs and there lant any
srgument about thal.
We're going to try and
m It happening,” he

Coun_ Alan ‘Blumen.
thal (Com, Bournville)
sald: “The Lelsure Ser-

vices people are greal
ones for having a public
consullalion mesting
but [t was after the de-
clalon bad been taken.
“We are going to fight
to the bitler end. Thia is
the major pool In the
Ares, and it's disgusting
that children are miss-
Ing out on learning o
swim because of its ¢lo-
sure.”




Use the newspaper clippings to find evidence:

1. What are the articles trying to tell us?

2. What are the different arguments that are being
made?

3. What words are used to express the feelings of the
local community?

4. What methods are being used by the local
community to campaign?
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NDREDS of people
gueued around the block
o see inside a derelict
cl swimming baths
‘wllkh closed decades

Thn) waited their turn to
% inside Stirchley Baths
here the memories soon
came flooding back.

== Some came away with a
ump in their throat as they
remombered  learning to
swim there with family and
Ichoolfnuud-&

The tiled walls, bnlcony
land cubicles still romain
linside the crumbling Grade
[ listed building. which
\was opened in 1911,
[ Tracoy Leaning  was
|{among those who learned
[to swim at the pool and
lcame back from her new
{home in Worcestershire es-
|pecially to see it.

Tho 47-year-old singer

said: "It has been very emo-

tional to see inside because

It brings back all sorts of

memories.

| “It is a beautiful building

land I'm disgusted and very

rangry no(hmg has been
done with it."

Jackie Clarke was there
with her mum, daughter
and two sistors,

The 45-year-old, who lives
in Rubery, said: “We'd
spend all of Saturday here
overy week and be like
pmnes when we came out.

“It was somswhere we
ucould come where our mum

IEmw we'd be okay because

|five only lived around the
riner”
}

M DISUSED...

ﬁOSTALGIA Stlrcmy wimmers take one last'l00K at"

#Memories flooding
Jback at

B T

|

losed pool

“\\'&\\I.\\M |1|ln5|hmﬂil

Throee former of
"staff, including 80-year-old
Nora Carter, who worked
“there for25 years, were also
there.

Nora, of Kitchoner Road,
said: “It’s sad that it is
closed. Isaw children grow-
ing up over the years some
of them come up 10 me now

they remember

»Jd\w:
isit was organised

by the Stirchley Neighbour-
hood Forum who hopes the
building can be used as a
community centre.

Its chairman Peter Walker
said: *We are very pleasod
with tho turn-out but it has
got a lot of memories for a
lot of local people.”

A cuuuciY spokeswoman
said: “Plans " are  being

drawn up to look at how the
building could be convert-
ed for community use and
we will continue to discuss
any proposals with English
llomngn due 1o the build-
ing’s listod status.”

Demand was so high an-
other chance to see inside
the baths has been arranged
for September 12,

W LUMP IN
THEIR
THROAT...
(from left)

Irene Parkin;
Nora Carter &
Annette
Dougan; and
Pater Walker
outside the
baths

Pictures: Adam

What are your
pool memories?

Write to YOUR SAY,
Birmingham Mail, PO
Box 78, Weaman Street,
Birmingham B4 6AY or
visit birminghammail.net




An opportunity...

lottery fund
LOTTERY FUNDED










LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

1. How important has Stirchley Baths been
to local communities in the past?
2. How important is it to look after and save

our historic buildings?
3. What does being an ‘active citizen” mean?
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See you at Stirchley Baths!

We will discover more about its history and also
how important the building is for local people today...



